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Introduction - Guida Ichai in Filadelfia 

The community of Guida Ichai is located at a distance of 5 kilome-
tres from the city-centre of Filadelfia. Even though this doesn’t 

seem as an impossible distance at first glance, in the harsh climate of 

El Chaco and without easy access to a car, this distance is significant 

in understanding the isolated location of the Ayoreo-community.
This isolation is not only measureable in kilometres, but also in resourc-
es. Guida Ichai is completely devoid of any natural water provision 
and therefore dependant on the commercial activity of others to 

sell them water. The collection of rainwater is also done in the commu-

nity, but to a lesser extent and mostly by the public buildings. Another 

lacking resource in the Guida Ichai community is money. Since this 

community only recently settled down in this location and the previ-
ously nomadic ethnicity of the Ayoreo is more communal and par-
ticipating than mercantile, the wealth of the community of Guida 
Ichai is limited. The Guida Ichai community also lacks a certain degree 

of independence. Their land is owned and controlled by the co-op-

erative Fernheim and when it comes to more political or social deci-

sions they are dependant on a council of deputies of other indigenous 

communities as well. The causes of these and other shortages lie in 
the short history that this particular community has in Filadelfia.

Guida Ichai

The Ayoreo people who now live in Guida Ichai, literally translated ‘New Community’, have only been living there for two years. 
As far as we have found out through talks with citizens of the city of Filadelfia and the cacique of the Guida Ichai community Ricardo Inumini , the Ayoreo 

moved from nearby the city of Filadelfia to the Campo Loro community in the North of the region. Once there, they quickly moved away again 
to find more opportunities to work. The Campo Loro community appears to still be more traditional in their way of living and have less interest in 

involvement in the modern city life.The Ayoreo that moved away again had the need to work and gain money. Therefore they first moved to a place 

near Filadelfia, where there is now a Eucalyptus plantage. They were removed from that spot and were directed to the small terrain they now occupy.

The terrain on which the Ayoreo of Guida Ichai have organised their lives, is owned by the co-operative Fernheim. This co-operative used to have a 

total monopoly over the city of Filadelfia and only recently, in 2006, an official municipality was established to organise the administration of the city. 

Fernheim still owns and controls most of the activities in the city and is in many aspects its raison d’être. The historic attraction the city of Fil-
adelfia had and still has to indigenous community in the wide region is mostly because of the work this co- operative offers. 

Next to that, the Fernheim co-operative also provides for the city and its citizens. Most of the services in the city that are usu-

ally provided by the official administration of city hall are provided by the co-operative in this isolated city. This dom-
inant position of the co-operative can lead to certain problems, especially for the poorer indigenous citizens. 
The few people, who are still able to afford them, share their resource with neighbours and friends. This economy of shar-
ing leads to interesting common places in between individual houses where everyday activities of households take place.

The allocated terrain on which the Ayoreo live, measures 200 meters by 100 meters and offers residence to 103 families. It is surrounded by fields on 

which cattle grazes or by woods. The land the Ayoreo live on is owned by the Fernheim co-operative and was previously used as either grazing lands or 

wood. Today, the small piece of land is characterised by very small and impoverished housing, not uncommonly built in plastic or wooden materials. 
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Permeability of Guida Ichai

The whole terrain is divided in a grid with in the centre the crossing of 
the two main roads.
This crossing is at the same time the most public space in the com-
munity: not only does every person and service pass by this point; it is 

also the location of the main public activities such as the church, the 

school and the football field. The main road connecting east to west 

also links the houses, organised in a smaller grid of narrow streets on 

both sides of the centre, to each other and to the centre of the commu-

nity. This main road has a very public character as well. 

Aside from the organised leisure-activity of the two volleyball-fields 

at both ends of the road and the presence of a small shop, a lot of 

the neighbouring houses spatially organised their parcel in 
a way that the porch-like or gantry-like area of their house 
looks to this main road. Even though these porches are defin-

able as private spaces, they are a visual part of the main road.

From this main road thirteen short and narrow streets divide the 
grid further into the individual plots. The character of these nar-
row streets is clearly different from the broader and active main 
roads. These streets are mostly used as mere pathways to peo-

ple’s houses and for this reason they have a more private feel to 

them. In some cases people use these paths as an extension of 
their own plots and gather to play cards and gossip and chil-
dren use them in their games or races. Most of the houses are built

with the entry facing these pathways or streets and therefore their 

private life is also very visible. The feeling in these narrow streets is 

completely opposite to the feeling one has on the main streets. It is 

however a purely sensible barrier and not an especially physical one. 

Only when the sporadic rain makes some streets difficult to access 

there is a certain ‘mud- barrier’. At the end of some of these nar-
row streets, some houses have organised some fences. These form 

the only type of physical barrier in these streets. According to a mem-

ber of the Guida Ichai community these fences are set up to prevent 

others from littering the ends of these alleyways. Other streets don’t 

have a dead end but continue further in the landscape in the form 

of pathways through the bushes or fields. These pathways lead to 

the roads in the vicinity of the community and function as shortcuts.
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Indoor activities 

Most people organise their daily lives outside their houses, in the rest-spaces 

of their private plots. Cooking, bathing, entertaining and other household 
activities do not take place inside the houses, but underneath these porch-
like structures the people have built. 

These are mostly made out of found materials, such as plastic or cloth, at-
tached to some vertical poles, put there especially for that purpose or 
simply present, for instance a streetlight post. 

Remarkable witnesses of these semi-outside daily activities and their spatial 
impact, are the open fires women cook on. They are usually found within the 

boundaries of these porch-like structures, or even underneath a smaller struc-

ture especially build over the fires. Groups of people, often women, gather 

underneath the ‘porches’ or ‘galleries’ to talk, drink tereré or play a card game. 

These structures are preferred as gathering spaces for adults above the 
public main roads. Some of the structures are prolonged towards the narrow 
–more private- streets or to neighbouring empty plots, if they are present. 

The reason why these social and household activities take place here seems 

to be the shade. As said, the weather in this northern part of Paraguay is par-

ticularly harsh and the dusty wind is an obvious nuisance. When the public 

main streets are used for social activities, these activities take place in more 

agreeable temperatures provided by the shade of some trees. The exception 

to this rule is sports. Sportive activities, football but most of all volleyball, 
take place in the provided fields no matter the shade. However, the shade 

is important for the spectators of these events. An example here is the race in 

which the Ayoreo of Guida Ichai participate. These races take place whether or 

not there is an audience for them, but when the climate is too heavy hardly any 

spectators show up.

The gathering of people and the communal organisation of household tasks 

are unsurprising aspects of the Ayoreo community. Whether it’s because of 

their poverty, because of the many relatives within a community or just because 

of their culture and heritage, the Ayoreo are used to this communal life style.
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Outdoor activities

Children playing

Sports

Social

Cultural

Women gathering
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Interactive mapping with children of Guida Ichai
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Shade versus activities 

21 June 8 am

21 June 2 pm

21 June 5 pm

21 December 8 am

21 December 12 am

21 December 2 pm
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General plan and timeline of interventions

I) The trees - Central and significant intervention in public space 

A pilotproject with mobile panels or curtains attached to the trees in vicinity to the communal functions such as the church and the 

school. In observations the use of this space appeared to be mobile throughout the day. The reason for this may be the need for shade, 

but in case there is yet another reason, the shade-providing panels or curtains may be adapted too. The central location of this pilot-

project makes it equal to both sides of the community and offers visual control over the playgrounds and entrance of the community.

II) Covering of the western volleyballfield

The use of the volleyballfields is connected to the lighting provided. It is a gatherspace for all members of the community, no matter the age or gender. 

This volleyballfield in particular is one of the few very popular gatherspaces of the western side of the community and should therefore be supported. 

III) Adaptable entrance and tribune for footballfield 

This adaptable shade-providing mechanism has a dual design. It can serve as an entrance but 

can also be flipped over and serve as a tribune for the spectators of footballmatches or races. 

IV) School- Structural frame with (re)moveable panels or curtains

A permanent frame-structure provides the opportunity to add (re)moveable panelling or curtains. These shade-struc-

tures can be used for schoolactivities as well as the leisure activity of dancing during the day. After schoolhours, different 

(young) age-groups use this space for leisure activities, and these appear to be predominantly female activities such as danc-

ing. The shade is provided by a permanent light structure on to which moveable panels or curtains can be added. This way, 

the shade can be adjusted to the hour of the day or the type of activity, according to the needs and wants of the space-user. 

V) Possible covering of the second volleyballfield 

This is a possible intervention that can be realized if needed or wanted by the community. It can either exist out of a permanent structure 

-like the one for the western volleyballfield- or as a permanent structure with removeable shade-providers such as the ones at the school.

VI) Activation of underused space west of school and church 

As one of the final steps, a shade structure can be provided over the underused space west of the church. This public space currently has little use and 

can therefore not be defined as a collective space. The possibilities of this space are however manyfold and a shade-providing infrastructure - wheth-

er it is permanent or moveable= might change the use of this space. It would serve as an experimental intervention to alter the use of public space. 

 

VII) Allround structural frame adaptable to needs of community members troughout the day 
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Sketches
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General sketches and section


